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Mandalik appeared in the Bombay Legislative Council in the home-
spun country cloth now known as khaddar, and said it was his poli-
tical protest. With the Bombay Presidency Association were con-
nected Pherozeshah Mehta, D. E. Wacha, K. T. Telang and Badru-
din Tyabji. In the south, public life was inaugurated by Hindu started
in 1878. M. Veeraraghavachariar, Rangiah Naidu, G, Subramania
Iyer and N. Subbarau, the founders of Hindu, laid the foundation of
political organization through the Madras Mahajan Sabha in 1884.
The offshoot of the Brahmo Samaj in Bengal was the Prarthana
Samaj in Bombay, founded in 1867. Professor R. G. Bhandarkar,
Justice Ranade and Sir Narayan Chandavarkar joined it and worked
for social reform. Mahadev Govind Ranade, born in 1842, was not
only an eminent judge but a historian, economist and ardent social
reformer. His disciple, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, once said of him:
"For about thirty years, he represented our highest thought and our
highest aspiration."
Social reform was the hardest task in India. People deprived of
their worldly possessions stuck fast to their agelong social customs. In
1840 a secret organization, Paramahansa Mandal, was founded in
Bombay. Its creed was to destroy caste and communal barriers. It
advocated widow marriage and deprecated idol worship. A new
member had to drink milk from a common vessel and eat bread. The
society's branches spread outside Bombay and counted among its
members some Muslims and Christians. It strictly enjoined secrecy as
there was fear of ostracism. The society came to an end in 1860 as a
result of indiscreet publicity of its existence and of the members* names.
People like Bhandarkar, Telang, Ranade and Agarkar working
openly for social reforms had to face the music. In 1890 fifty promi-
nent Brahmins of Poona including Ranade and Tilak were invited to
a gathering of missionaries. Tea and biscuits were served. When this
news leaked out Ranade and Tilak were excommunicated. They had
to bow to public agitation and perform the purification ceremony.
Solid political and social work in Maharashtra was done by the
Sarvajanik Sabha, started in 1870 by Ganesh Vasudev Joshi alias
Sarvajanik Kaka. He propagated swadeshi and spun yarn daily for
his own wear; he opened swadeshi shops and by his own example
converted people to the swadeshi creed. His intellectual inspiration
came from Ranade who also worked for the Sarvajanik Sabha till
1895 when it was captured by Tilak. During 1880-1 Chiplunkar,